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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [11.40 pm]: Mr Speaker, the government was considering the 
merits of bringing on the Dog Amendment Bill 2012 for debate; however, the pragmatists on this side think we 
should quit while we are ahead! I therefore move, without notice — 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, I do not believe the advisers have left the chamber yet. 

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. Thank you, members! 

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

Mr Speaker, in view of the hour, and I know that you would obviously wish to make some comments, I will just 
make some brief comments by way of conclusion for what is the 2012 parliamentary year and of course the 
conclusion of this term of government. This has been an unusually long term of government, covering four and a 
half years. During this year, the Assembly has sat for 57 days, including three days of estimates. Around 60 bills 
have passed through this Assembly, ranging from Sunday trading hours to creating Western Australia Day out of 
Foundation Day; and—this is a bit of trivia, perhaps—we have answered 2 096 questions on notice and over 
720 questions without notice. So, a fair range has been covered. 

I wish to thank you, Mr Speaker, for not only this year, but obviously the four and a half years in which you have 
held that position. I also thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Mount Lawley, and the Acting Speakers, the 
members for Albany, Maylands, Kingsley, Joondalup and Morley. I thank the Leader of the Opposition, the 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the manager of government business, the Deputy Premier, and the manager of 
opposition business, the member for Midland, who have pretty well worked together, I think, in a reasonable 
way. 

Mr R.H. Cook: Much better than the last mob! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes—far more accommodating than I ever was in the 1990s, as the Minister for Health 
continually reminds me! 

I thank all members of Parliament and the representatives of all parties; obviously my own Liberal Party 
members as well as National Party members, Labor members and Independent members. Indeed, this has been 
quite a diverse Parliament in terms of its composition compared to what usually is the case. I also acknowledge 
the work of the Whips. 

In particular I would like to acknowledge those members who are departing at the end of this parliamentary term. 
We are never quite sure who is departing and who is not, but we can be sure of the members for Churchlands, 
Belmont, Pilbara, Balcatta, Kalgoorlie, Bassendean, Kimberley and Bateman, and of course yourself, Mr 
Speaker, as the member for Moore. I thank all those members—I think all members thank you—for your 
contribution to this Parliament. This is by nature an adversarial chamber. We do not agree on all things; in fact, 
there are many things we do not agree on. But I think there is usually a mutual respect across the chamber, and 
people who are members of Parliament understand the lifestyle that Parliament carries with it. When we are 
elected we immediately become public figures, and that changes our lives and the lives of members of our 
families in all sorts of ways. 

To the Assembly staff, particularly the Clerk, Peter McHugh, and Deputy Clerk, Kirsten Robinson; to Liz Kerr 
and Scott Nalder; to the Sergeant-at-Arms, Isla Macphail; to the various chamber staff—John, Vanessa, Alice, 
Dennis, Daniel, Lachlan, Grace and Rob; to the administrative support staff, Anne Day and Louise Kierath; and 
to Vince, who looks after everyone in this place, I thank you all and I am sure all members will join me. This has 
been a pretty busy parliamentary year and, indeed, a busy term of government. 

I would also like to thank the various parliamentary services staff. I thank Russell Bremner and his staff and the 
Hansard reporters, who record in what they do the history of Western Australia. When we sit here on a daily 
basis, we hear a lot of trivia; we all contribute to that in volume, but I doubt there is any better chronicle of the 
actual history, the views and attitudes and even the prejudices and moments of pride than the Hansard record. It 
not only reflects what people say in Parliament but it also picks up the tone of parliamentary debate and the 
sentiment of the community on a range of issues at any one time. 
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I also acknowledge the media. Whenever we make a good speech, we always glance up to see if anyone is up 
there and hope like hell they are listening! 

Mr R.H. Cook: How diligent they are! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I know. It is nice to see the media here tonight. In days gone by, back in the dark ages 
when I first came here, the media would be there till the bitter end at night. It is nice to see you have been able to 
tear yourselves away from your reporting desks and come in to record the dying moments of this chamber! 

Here we go; we are heading into an election period. For members of Parliament and candidates, I guess that is 
the exciting time of parliamentary life. It is a contest; it is a contest to win seats and a contest to win government 
and, when we get in here, whichever side we are on, it is a contest again. That is the nature of politics; I think it 
has its highs and lows on an almost daily or weekly basis. It has its addictive, adrenaline aspect to it, and people 
often tend to stay on in this place simply because it gets in their blood and they love it. 
Mr Speaker, I will simply conclude by again thanking you and thanking all the retiring members and wishing 
them well. To all members of Parliament and all parliamentary staff, I simply wish to you, those you love and 
those who love you, a very happy Christmas and a very safe holiday period. Whatever the composition of this 
house some time around May next year, we will be back here—or at least, hopefully, most of us will be back 
here. I am sure that everyone in the chamber right now would like to be back here! I wish everyone well, and 
bring on the election! 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [11.48 pm]: I thank the Premier for his kind words. On behalf of the 
opposition, I, too, would like to thank a range of people. I would like to thank the staff of Parliament House in 
their various capacities, particularly the staff here in the Assembly chamber, including Mr Peter McHugh, the 
Clerk of the Assembly; Kirsten Robinson, Liz Kerr, Isla Macphail, Louise Kierath and Anne Day; and staff of 
the Assembly office, John Seal-Pollard, Vanessa Beckingham, Alice Jones, Denis Hippolyte, Daniel Govus, 
Lachlan Gregory and Grace Maynard. We all work with those people very closely, and with the possible 
exception of the Clerk, they are the most obliging of people—maybe even including the Clerk! They operate in a 
very competent way. Nothing is too much trouble and they are of huge assistance to all the members of this 
house; as are, I might note, the Hansard reporters, who turn some of the more ordinary speeches into much better 
speeches once they have reached the printed form. 

I also want to thank the various agencies within Parliament—Hansard, quite obviously—but also there is a range 
of other people who work on committees and in other roles in Parliament, including those who work in the 
catering division in a range of ways. Whilst I am mentioning those people who are involved in catering, there are 
two people that I especially want to note, one being Vince La-Galia, who has worked here at Parliament House 
for a very long time. I think he is well known to people both inside and outside of this place. I would like to take 
the opportunity to wish him well in retirement. I want to thank Cathy Harrison who has been here for some 
30 years. She has the most amazing patience and has dealt with everyone in the most absolutely friendly and 
competent way, so I do want to make special mention of her. 

Mr Speaker, of course, I want to wish those people who are retiring, including your good self, all the best not just 
for Christmas and the New Year but also for your future outside this place. I also wish the Premier well. Whilst I 
do not wish his team success, I do wish them well. I also thank those people on this side of the house who have 
worked in a sterling way as a great team. I thank those people opposite and hope that we can enjoy some 
camaraderie soon, and I wish all the best to you and to those who know they are retiring and those who may be 
retiring from this place but are unaware of it yet! 

Valedictory Remarks 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): It is great to have a good crowd in! I would sincerely like to thank 
some people because, having been here for eight years, it has been an immense privilege to be in this place; I 
think we all know that as members of Parliament. There are some people I would like to thank, and if members 
will indulge me, I would just like to go through a list before we get to the poetry. 
I would like to thank Hon Max Trenorden and Hon Murray Criddle for talking me into getting involved with 
politics. It probably was not an easy task for them, but I succumbed to their vigorous approaches and ended up 
being here. So, thank you, Max; thank you, Murray. 

I would like to thank my parliamentary colleagues Brendon Grylls, Terry Redman and “Tuck” Waldron, who I 
sat with in my first term of Parliament on the other side of the house and whose amazing friendship has been 
wonderful sustenance in this place. Thank you very much. 

To all of my parliamentary colleagues—and that is every one of you—I thank you, particularly in these last four 
years, for your indulgence of me as your Speaker. I have tried absolutely to do my best on every day. Some days 
are remarkably different from the day before and some days are just like Groundhog Day! It is an interesting 
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role; it is a fascinating role; it is absolutely one of the best roles a person could have. So I thank everybody who 
gave me the opportunity to be the Speaker in this place and I hope I have been able to do justice to the role. 
I would also like to acknowledge in this place someone in the other place, and that is Hon Barry House. 
Hon Barry House and I served on several committees in this place together; we worked very well as a team, and 
I wish him all the best in his future. 

To the electors of Moore who believed in me enough in 2008 to send me to this place, I thank you very 
sincerely. I was previously the member for Greenough. With the changes to the boundaries, caused by the 
Electoral Amendment Act—what is colloquially known as one vote, one value—two electorates amalgamated. 
My true regret about that—apart from a seat being lost in regional Western Australia; and that is a great regret—
is that the name Greenough has disappeared from this Parliament, I hope only temporarily. The seat of 
Greenough was established in 1870 as part of the Legislative Council and in 1890 became a Legislative 
Assembly seat. It was won initially in this place by William Traylen. He won it unopposed and then in the 
following election he won it by one vote. The electorate of Greenough has some phenomenal history, which is 
temporarily on hold. I suggest to the Electoral Commission, should it get a chance to create another seat of 
Greenough, it would be a marvellous thing. 

The other regret that I have, and it is a genuine regret, is that I have not been able to represent the electors of 
Moore more effectively on the floor of this place. I could not do that as the Speaker. There are many ways in 
which I think I have been a marvellous representative for the electorate of Moore, but in this place it is a 
challenge when I am the Speaker. There are many issues that I simply cannot get up and respond to. For those of 
you who I have spoken to occasionally about different issues in the electorate of Moore that I might need a bit of 
assistance with, I thank you for that assistance. 

I also thank my team that has worked with me, including Deputy Speaker Michael Sutherland, who I sometimes 
facetiously refer to as the member for Johannesburg! Michael and I have a very strong relationship. Michael has 
been a wonderful backstop and has always been there to support me in this role. I also acknowledge the member 
for Scarborough and the member for Jandakot, who were previously on the Acting Speakers’ roster and who 
fulfilled this role very suitably; they did a great job. Thank you both and I wish you well in your future in this 
place. The member for Albany, who cannot be here now, came and saw me earlier today before he left. To the 
member for Albany, I wish you all the best. To the member for Joondalup, who I worked with in the previous 
Parliament as an Acting Speaker, likewise the member for Albany, I wish you all the best. The member for 
Morley, the piano-playing man himself, thank you very much. You came very recently to this team, but filled the 
role superbly. The member for Kingsley, thank you as well. Your work here has been above and beyond. 

I wish to go through some names that members will have heard mentioned by other people in this place in 
thankyous this evening. I acknowledge the work of the Parliamentary Services Department and Russell Bremner. 
Russell continually keeps me updated on activities. To you, Russell, thank you very much. Mr Graham 
McDonald from Building Services has been very helpful with one of the newer facilities in this place, called the 
Swan Mace Room. Graham’s work there has been exceptional. I have a friend in this place with whom I first 
started going to Claremont speedway back in the 1970s, and that is Peter Pascoe. Many of you would know 
Peter. He has been in this place for about 30 years. Peter has not always enjoyed the best of health in recent 
years, but I acknowledge Peter and his support of me around this place. He probably knew me as Woodie before 
anyone in this place knew me as Woodie. Thanks, Peter. 

To Catering Services and Enno Schijf, they do marvellous work here. I acknowledge the fantastic catering and 
the meals we enjoy in this place, sometimes in circumstances that can be very trying. I also acknowledge Mark 
Gabrielli from Catering Services. Mark recently took on the role of developing Reception Services and Mark’s 
work there also needs to be acknowledged. Thank you, Mark. The finance manager in this place is Dawn 
Timmerman. Dawn Timmerman has resigned. She is moving to another position outside Parliament. Dawn’s 
work is impeccable. She is always ready to help with any financial work that I need help with, and I do need 
help. I last did mathematics in 1967 at Albany Senior High School when I received 53 out of 100 in elementary 
maths! Thank you, Dawn. 

Human Resources and Rob Hunter: in an organisation like this, there are always many challenges, not 
necessarily around parliamentarians; they can be around staff and other issues. Rob Hunter’s steady hand and 
consistent provision of information to me about difficulties that various people may be having or situations that 
are vacant et cetera has also helped. Thank you, Rob. 

Information technology continues to be a source of bemusement to some in this place. There are various 
opinions about where technology should be run from, who should be responsible, who should pay for it et cetera. 
All I simply want to do is acknowledge the work of John Buchanan and his team at the IT desk here at 
Parliament House. 
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We have an excellent library—a tremendous library. It sometimes disappoints me that more people do not use it. 
I borrow books from the library; I get other people to return them! We are in a changing society and I listen to 
debates in this place on how people use information. One of the great privileges we have in this place is having a 
first-class library. I only hope that future Parliaments continue to provide support to Library and Information 
Services and use those facilities, because they are facilities that very few other people in wider society have 
access to. I would like to acknowledge Judy Ballantyne and her people in the Parliamentary Library. 

I mentioned Reception Services and Mark Gabrielli’s recent work there. I also want to acknowledge the work of 
Cathy Harrison who has been here for 30 years. Cathy retires in January and her cheerful voice will no longer be 
heard on the phone or over the loudspeaker. I certainly wish you all the best, Cathy. 

Reporting Services: is Caroline our Hansard reporter at the moment? It is Heather—I cannot remember them all! 
But to everybody in Hansard headed up by Belinda Corey, thank you very much. 

I turn to Security and Tony Paterson. We have done a lot of work in this place in recent times just trying to 
upgrade security services for not only ourselves, but also members of the general public. I think an exceptional 
job has been done and there is more work to do. Hopefully, members and also the general public will forbear 
some of the changes that have to occur to improve our circumstances as far as security is concerned. 

I move to the Legislative Assembly and acknowledge the work of quite a few people here. Firstly, I start with the 
gentleman slightly down and to my right, Mr Peter McHugh. Peter, your friendship is exceptional, as your advice 
to me in a range of circumstances has been. I do not know what I expected; I did not know, quite honestly, what 
the Clerk could provide, and I do not say that lightly. I quite often think in this place that many of us come and 
go without truly appreciating the roles of the staff in this place. Peter, I thank you again. You know that, but I 
want to thank you publicly, as I say, for your friendship and for your advice, and sometimes for your sense of 
humour—there are other times, members. It stays on tour, it stays on tour! I thank Kirsten Robinson, who is the 
Deputy Clerk. Kirsten, similar to Peter, your friendship has been tremendous and very helpful and supportive of 
me. Thank God, you have a decent sense of humour, at least, to balance out the Clerk! To Liz Kerr—Liz is a 
Collingwood supporter; I will say no more. Thank you. No need to say anything once you have said that! To Isla 
Macphail—thank you Isla. If I could give the speech in French, I would have endeavoured to do so. I sometimes 
say something to Isla just as we are about to walk in to start the session that causes her some difficulties! I often 
say many things to many people, but with Isla as a Sergeant-at-Arms, I could not have hoped for someone better, 
and whoever inherits you, make sure you swing the mace at them! Thank you, Isla. 
There are two people who are not here but who provide assistance to me on a daily basis. One is Anne Day. We 
kicked Anne out of her office and turned it into the Swan Mace Room, and I do not know whether she has 
improved since she has been moved down the corridor. Anne does a lot of work in the Legislative Assembly and 
she has done a lot of work for me that I certainly have appreciated. I thank Louise Kierath, who has been my 
executive assistant since the early part of 2009. Louise is an exceptional lady. The only other person who is as 
exceptional is my wife, Gabrielle, who puts up with my strange behaviour. Half the time I am sure Louise does 
not know whether I am being serious, whether I am just absolutely peculiar or whatever it is. Louise Kierath will 
also leave here at the end of January. She has an appointment for the term of Speaker and Louise has decided to 
move on. I will see Louise; I wish her all the best. Members, I just want you to know that I could not have 
worked with a better person in terms of an executive assistant. 

To the Legislative Assembly staff, I do not know where to begin or end with this. I have talked to some of you 
about the moustaches—mainly the men! Some of them look like they are auditioning for a television show. I do 
not know what the show is: it could be X-rated or R-rated and I think we discussed that earlier today in the 
house. I wish you well, men, with the growing of the moustaches—John and Daniel. Where is George? He has 
gone home. Lachlan is not here either. Are there any other men? I have got Daniel—he plays for Chelsea, right? 
I have got John. Denis—where is Mr Hippolyte? I reckon Denis could grow a moustache in about half a day! He 
has gone home. All right; I wish you well, men. 

To the women—I once got chided for calling somebody a lady, so I will just call you women. Vanessa, thanks 
for your work on the Prezi; it was exceptional work. When I say the Prezi, it was an app that Vanessa helped 
develop for Peter and I to show some Canadians, and it was absolutely brilliant. We could not have done it 
without you; thank you for that, Vanessa. 

Alice—sitting down for such a long time—thank you very much for your assistance. Who else is on the floor? 
Are there any other ladies we need to mention? What about women? No? All right; I will keep going then. I have 
got you all hopefully. 

To those in the Legislative Assembly offices over the road and who help on committees: Scott Nalder—another 
carton of coffee milk, perhaps, to help you through the night. To Brian Gordon: Brian, I do not think you are 
here; you are probably tucked up in bed. Renee Gould, John King and Mathew Bates, likewise. I think I have 
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covered the committees. There are people who help them out, such as Lucy Roberts, Loraine Abernethie and 
Michael Burton; thank you. 
I did want to mention, and I mentioned it the other night, the sensational work of David Black and Harry Phillips 
in putting documents like the parliamentary handbooks together. Sadly, they are both Eagles supporters; you 
cannot have everything in life! As I mentioned previously in this place and outside this place, we have the two 
best parliamentary historians in Australia. We should celebrate that. 

I am getting a bit closer to the end. I would like to acknowledge the Premier for his support of me as Speaker. I 
sometimes wondered about being the Speaker and how impartial I could be. I wondered when it might be that 
the Premier might come knocking on my door. The Premier has never come to knock on my door and asked me 
anything about being the Speaker. I do not know what the history of this place is in terms of Premiers and 
Speakers. I say this quite honestly to you, Premier: I have appreciated your support; absolutely. I thank you for 
that. I will say the same about the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Mark McGowan. I think I have been blessed in 
having a Premier and Leader of the Opposition, and prior to Hon Mark McGowan, Hon Eric Ripper, who were 
obviously secure in the belief that I was able to do what I could do for them in an impartial way. I thank them for 
that. 
The Speaker’s role is one of great honour and great privilege. When I was elected to the role, the first thing I had 
to do in this place was use my casting vote. I thought: this will be an interesting four years—if we go that far—if 
every vote I have to use the casting vote. Fortunately that has not been the case. Otherwise, I do not know that 
my thin frame would have lasted this long. Possibly the person who is the next Speaker in this place is not in this 
room at the moment. To whoever that individual might be, can I wish them all the best in taking on what I think 
is the best role in the Parliament of Western Australia. 
As the Speaker I have taken delegations to China, India, Japan, Indonesia and the Cook Islands. I have been 
blessed to travel. Some people think that perhaps that is what the Speaker does all the time. My ambition in 
travelling has been very singular. It has been to support the relationships that we have developed with the 
countries that I have mentioned—the sister state relationships. I say to the next Speaker and to anybody who gets 
to travel in a delegation with the Speaker, that the sole purpose should be to enhance the relationship that this 
state has with the country that you are visiting. I think I have done that to the best of my ability and I would urge 
everybody to do it to the best of their ability. 
I know there are a couple of internet addicts. One of them is Craig Peacock, who is our trade commissioner in 
Tokyo—so I say good evening to you, Craig. To other commissioners and other representatives that we have in 
other countries; we had B.J. Zhuang, who many of you would know, who worked out of our Shanghai office for 
a long time, and now Nathan Backhouse is there. When I first went to India, Paresh Shah was running our office 
and now it is Peter Forby. In Tokyo, as I have mentioned, Craig Peacock; and in Hyogo, Noriko Hirata; and in 
Surabaya in Indonesia, in East Java, Martin Newberry. Members may not know those names or those people, but 
can I assure them that their work for Western Australia is incredible. I would just like to put that on record and 
thank them personally for their assistance with me in delegations that have travelled with me. Recently, I have 
spent some time in Canada. We are trying to create, and I believe we are very close to developing, an exchange 
program between this Parliament and some of the western Canadian provinces. 

I come from Geraldton. I still live in Geraldton. I commute down here; I commute back. I drive down; I drive 
back. Sometimes I fly. I spend most of my time down here on my own, but I have some great friends in Perth. I 
would like to acknowledge two of them—one of whom came in to see me today, Dominique van Gent. 
Dominique is a lifelong friend. The other is Les Bonser. For Hansard’s benefit, it is B-O-N-S-E-R. Les is very 
particular about the spelling of his last name! 
I have been a member of Parliament for eight years. I have had three electoral staff—Emma Budd, Gaylene 
Newton and Natasha Colliver. Those three have been exceptional people. My approach to electoral work has 
been to stay away from the office, to never go into it and to not give any direction, but to make sure, though, that 
those three people tell me what I need to do. They have done that, and they have done it in spades. I thank them. 
I really believe that my capacity to be successful in the electorate as a representative has been because of their 
support. Thank you, Emma; thank you, Gaylene; and thank you, Natasha. 
I am very fortunate, members, to have a mother and father who are still alive, who live in Albany and whom I try 
to see on a regular basis. To my dad, Richard, and my mother, Patricia, thank you very much. I have an 
exceptional wife and daughter—Gabrielle, my wife, and Phoebe, my daughter. I thank them. 
As Brendon and “Tuck” would know—and Vince—I found it hard saying goodbye; and I do again. I am lucky to 
have been in this place. I am lucky because this is a great place to work. I had a real struggle deciding to leave. I 
can understand, Premier, why you say that many people get addicted and it becomes part of you. I know it will 
always be a part of me. It has been the best eight years of my working life. I have created the best friendships 
and have been able to do the most meaningful of things. I thank everybody for that opportunity. 
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There remains one thing, members. I am still on my feet—I could sit down and let some of you go but I know 
you are only here for one reason. With apologies to A.B. Paterson — 

Woodie, the Speaker of the Overflow 
I had written him a letter which I had, for want of better knowledge 
Sent to where I had met him, down at Parliament years ago 
He was speaking when I knew him, so I sent the letter to him 
Just ‘on spec’, addressed as follows: Woodie, the Speaker of the Overflow! 
And an answer came directed in a writing unexpected 
(And I think the same was written on an iPad in a car) 
‘Twas his tweeting mate who wrote it, and verbatim I will quote it 
“Woodie’s gone to coach footy and we don’t know where he are” 
In my wild erratic fancy visions come to me of Woodie 
Coaching out at Nabawa, where the worst of the pollies go 
Where the players need some urging 
Woodie running behind them quoting words from Haydn Bunton 
Yes, the bush coach’s life has pleasures that Woosha will never know 

And the bush hath friends to meet him and the Chapman voices greet him 
In the murmur of the prospect of another premiership for the boys 
And he sees the vision splendid of the Moresby Ranges extended 
And at night the wond’rous glory of the surf in Champion Bay! 
I am sitting on the back benches facing war in the trenches 
Where a stingy ray of sunlight struggles feebly down between the houses tall 
And the foetid air and gritty of the dusty, dirty city 
Through the open air conditioner floating, spreads its foulness over all 
And in place of bleating sheep and cattle, I can hear the fiendish rattle 
Of the Mace and Black Rod making hurry down the aisle 
And the language uninviting of Liberal and Labor fighting 
Comes fitfully and faintly through the ceaseless voices of all 
And the arguing politicians daunt me, and their pallid faces haunt me 
As they shoulder one another in their rush and nervous haste 
With their eager eyes and greedy, and their stunted forms and weedy 
For most have no time to grow, they have no time to waste 
And sometimes I think it would be good eh that I could change with Woodie 
Like to take a turn at playing footy with his first eighteen again 
While he faced Barnett and McGowan 
But there’s no way he’ll come back to this office, Woodie, the Speaker of the Overflow! 

[Applause.] 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 12.19 am (Friday) 
__________ 
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